
                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Preservation Resource Guide 
The following list of online resources is intended to assist Delaware’s historic preservation review 

commissions and the public with common historic preservation‐related issues; please note that 

this list is not intended to be comprehensive.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 

21 The Green 

Dover, DE 19901 

T: (302) 736‐7400 

http://history.delaware.gov/ 
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  Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs                                                                      

  2

 

Table of Contents 

 

Preservation Organizations/Agencies 

Demolition 

Design Guidelines 

Energy Efficiency / Sustainability 

Funding 

Lead Paint 

Legal 

New Construction / Additions 

Preservation Ordinances 

Preservation Planning 

Survey 

Windows 

 

 

PRESERVATION ORGANIZATIONS/AGENCIES 

National Alliance of Preservation Commissions (NAPC) 

The NAPC is the only organization devoted solely to representing the nation’s preservation design 

review commissions.  

 

National Park Service (NPS) 

The NPS, a bureau of the U.S. Department of the Interior, has an extensive, far‐reaching role in 

historic preservation and administers programs such as the National Register of Historic Places 

and the Certified Local Government (CLG) Program.   

 Certified Local Governments 

 Technical Preservation Services 

 Working on the Past in Local Historic Districts 

 

National Trust for Historic Preservation 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation is America’s leading non‐profit dedicated to historic 

preservation. 

 

Preservation Delaware, Inc. (PDI) 

A statewide nonprofit organization dedicated to the preservation of Delaware’s architectural 

heritage and historic settings through education, public policy initiatives and technical assistance.  

 

DEMOLITION  

Demolition by Neglect 

 Osborne, Rebecca.  [PDF Download] “Balancing Act: Preventing Demolition by Neglect.” UNCG 

Department of the Interior Architecture  

 National Trust for Historic Preservation. [PDF Download] “Preservation Law Educational 

Materials: Demolition by Neglect.” 

http://www.uga.edu/napc/
http://www.nps.gov/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/clg/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/tps/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/tps/education/workingonthepast/index.htm
http://www.preservationnation.org/
http://preservationde.org/
http://www.presnc.org/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=92&Itemid=103
http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/law-and-policy/legal-resources/understanding-preservation-law/resources/Demolition-By-Neglect.pdf
http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/law-and-policy/legal-resources/understanding-preservation-law/resources/Demolition-By-Neglect.pdf
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  Demolition Review 

 Paulus, Emily. [PDF Download] “Protecting Historic Resources through Demolition Review.” 

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources  

 Miller, Julia H. [PDF Download] “Protecting Potential Landmarks through Demolition Review,” 

National Trust for Historic Preservation 

 

DESIGN GUIDELINES 

 National Alliance of Preservation Commissions. “Online Design Guidelines.”  

 National Park Service. “Creating and Using Design Guidelines.”  

 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY / SUSTAINABILITY 

 National Park Service. “Sustainability.” 

 ‐‐‐. [PDF Download] “The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation & Illustrated 

Guidelines on Sustainability for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.” 

 ‐‐‐. “Improving Energy Efficiency in Historic Buildings.” Preservation Brief 3 

 National Trust for Historic Preservation. “Weatherization Guide for Older & Historic 

Buildings.”  

 Whole Building Design Guide. “Sustainable Historic Preservation.” 

 

FUNDING 

Rehabilitation 

 Delaware State Historic Preservation Office. “Delaware’s Historic Preservation Tax Credit 

Program.” 

 National Park Service. “Tax Incentives for Preserving Historic Properties.” 

 Preservation Delaware. “Preservation Fund.”  

Various 

 National Trust for Historic Preservation. “Find Preservation Funding.” 

 

LEAD PAINT 

 National Park Service. “Appropriate Methods for Reducing Lead‐Paint Hazards in Historic 

Housing.” Preservation Brief 37 

 National Trust for Historic Preservation. “Lead‐safe Practices for Older & Historic Buildings.” 

 

LEGAL 

 Reap, James K., Melvin B. Hill, Jr. [PDF Download] “Law and the Historic Preservation 

Commission: What Every Member Needs to Know.” National Park Service: Cultural Resource 

Partnership Notes 

http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/publications/documents/demolition_review.pdf
http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/sustainable-communities/teardowns/additional-resources/demolition_review.pdf
http://napc.uga.edu/resources-links/online-design-guidelines/
http://www.nps.gov/tps/education/workingonthepast/roletheyplay.htm
http://www.nps.gov/tps/sustainability.htm
http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/sustainability-guidelines.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/sustainability-guidelines.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief03.htm
http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/sustainable-communities/weatherization/
http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/sustainable-communities/weatherization/
http://www.wbdg.org/resources/sustainable_hp.php
http://history.delaware.gov/preservation/taxcredit.shtml
http://history.delaware.gov/preservation/taxcredit.shtml
http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives.htm
http://preservationde.org/delaware-preservation-fund/about-preservation-fund/
http://www.preservationnation.org/resources/find-funding/
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief37.htm
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief37.htm
http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/sustainable-communities/lead-paint/
http://www.nps.gov/hps/pad/partnership/LawHPCommission.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/hps/pad/partnership/LawHPCommission.pdf
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 Stipe, Robert E. [PDF Download] “A letter to George: How to Keep the Preservation 

Commission Out of Court and Avoid Being Sued.” 

 

NEW CONSTRUCTION / ADDITIONS 

 National Park Service. “New Exterior Additions to Historic Buildings: Preservation Concerns.” 

Preservation Brief 14 

Examples 

 Government of the District of Columbia. [PDF Download] “District of Columbia Historic 

Preservation Guidelines: New Construction in Historic Districts.” 

 Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia. [PDF Download] “Sense of Place: Design 

Guidelines for New Construction in Historic Districts.”  

 

PRESERVATION ORDINANCES 

 National Park Service. “Local Laws as Neighborhood Guardians.” 

 National Trust for Historic Preservation. “Preservation Ordinance FAQ.”  

 

PRESERVATION PLANNING 

 National Park Service. “Historic Preservation Planning Program.”  

 

SURVEY 

 Delaware State Historic Preservation Office. “Architectural and Archaeological Survey.” 

 National Park Service. “Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation Planning.” 

National Register Bulletin 24 

 

WINDOWS 

 Anderson, Carolina. [PDF Download] “Upgrading Historic Building Windows.” General Services 

Administration: Technical Preservation Guidelines 

 National Trust for Historic Preservation. “Windows.” 

Wood 

 National Park Service. “The Repair of Historic Wooden Windows.” Preservation Brief 9 

Steel 

 ‐‐‐. “The Repair and Thermal Upgrading of Historic Steel Windows.” Preservation Brief 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hpo.ncdcr.gov/letter%20to%20George.pdf
http://www.hpo.ncdcr.gov/letter%20to%20George.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief14.htm
http://planning.dc.gov/OP/HP/Guideline%20pdf%20files/DC_New_Construction_SW.pdf
http://planning.dc.gov/OP/HP/Guideline%20pdf%20files/DC_New_Construction_SW.pdf
http://www.preservationalliance.com/publications/SenseofPlace_final.pdf
http://www.preservationalliance.com/publications/SenseofPlace_final.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/tps/education/workingonthepast/guardian.htm
http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/law-and-policy/legal-resources/understanding-preservation-law/local-law/ordinances.html
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/pad/index.htm
http://history.delaware.gov/preservation/surveys.shtml
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb24/
http://www.gsa.gov/graphics/pbs/Windows.pdf
http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/sustainable-communities/weatherization/windows/
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief09.htm
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief13.htm
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SUPPORT 

This publication has been financed in part with federal funds from the National Park Service, Department of the Interior.  However, the 

contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views and policies of the Department of the Interior. 

 

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic properties.  Under Title VI of the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the U.S. Department of the 

Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability or age in its federally assisted programs.  If you believe 

you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility as described above, or if you desire further information, please 

write to:  Office of Equal Opportunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20240. 


