
Wednesday, June 20th
Lewes Historical Society

(1pm) 
Walking Tour of 1812 Sites
(Mike DiPaolo)
(2pm) 
“Col. Samuel Boyer Davis” 
(Hazel Brittingham)
(3pm) 
“Cornstalks and Cannonballs” 
(Maureen Miller)
(4pm) 
Washington Irving’s 
“Headless Horseman”
(Ad Hoc Touring Co.)
(5:30pm) 
Musical Performance by 
T.O. Trio
(7pm) 
Francis Scott Key
(Virginia Patriots)

Thursday, June 21st
Lewes Historical Society

(1pm) 
Walking Tours of 1812 Sites
(Mike DiPaolo)
(2pm) 
“The Star Spangled Banner, 
Then and Now”
(Jackie Collins & Bill Sparke, HCA)
(3pm)
“Cornstalks and Cannonballs” 
(Maureen Miller)
(4pm) 
“Twilights Last Gleaming”
(Tom Welch, HCA)
(5:30pm) 
Musical Performance by 
Kourtney Bastianelli
(7pm)
Dolley Madison
(American Historical Theatre)

Rockets 
Red Glare:
1812 in America

Sunday, June 17th
Zwaanendael Park

(1pm) 
“Cornstalks and Cannonballs” 
(Maureen Miller) 
(2pm) 
Discussion & Food Demo 
(Katie Moose)
(3pm) 
Musical Performance by
Frank Nanna & Marilyn Long
(6pm) 
“Chautauqua: 
An American Utopia”
(Jeffrey Simpson)
(7pm) 
Mary Pickersgill
(American Historical Theatre)

Monday, June 18th
Zwaanendael Park

(1pm) 
“The du Ponts in 1812”
(Lucas Clawson)
“Cornstalks and Cannonballs” 
(Maureen Miller)
(2pm) 
“The Honour of the state has 
not been tarnished”
(Charles Fithian, HCA)
(3pm) 
“The Doctors Are In”
(Curt Stickel & Dennis Fisher, HCA)
(4pm) 
“Allen McLane”
(Tom Welch, HCA)
(5:30pm) 
Musical Performance by 
Muzette
(7pm) 
Andrew Jackson
(American Historical Theatre)

Tuesday, June 19th
Stango Park

Summer Concert Series
(Partnership with Lewes Parks 
and Recreation Department)
(7pm)
Copper Sky

Chautauqua: Past and Present
Chautauqua takes its name from a series of adult 
education programs first held at Lake Chautauqua, NY 
during the late 19th century.

Chautauquas spread throughout America in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries bringing speakers, teachers, 
musicians, entertainers, preachers, and specialists of 
the day to a wide cross-section of the nation’s rural and 
small-town population.

Circuit Chautauquas (or colloquially, Tent Chautauquas) 
would be presented in tents pitched in a field near town. 
After several days, the Chautauqua would fold its tents 
and move on to the next community.

Reborn in the 1970s as a vehicle for humanities 
education, modern Chautauquas are organized around 
a core program in which re-enactors take on the 
persona of celebrated historical figures, speaking and 
interacting with audiences.

In Delaware, modern Chautauquas have been presented 
annually since 1999 under the auspices of the Delaware 
Humanities Forum. 

In 2012, Delaware’s 14th annual Chautauqua is co-
sponsored by the Lewes Historical Society and the 
Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs. 

Sunday
June 17th
through

Thursday
June 21st

Programs at
Zwaanendael Park,
Stango Park
and the
Lewes Historical
Society

Free and 
Entertaining!

Experiences for 
All Ages!

Interact with 
Historical Legends!

The Schedule 
at a Glance

1. Lewes Historical Society
110 Shipcarpenter Street
Lewes, Delaware 19958

2. Zwaanendael Park
102 Kings Highway 

Lewes, DE 19958

3. Stango Park
111 Adams Ave at Kings Highway

Lewes, DE 19958
(Behind the Lewes Library)

Walking Map
of Chautauqua

2.

1.

3.

For more information, 
Please visit our website at: 

http://history.delaware.gov
 Or call (302) 645-1148

14th Annual
Chautauqua

Thank you for the support and cooperation of 
Lewes Parks and Recreation Commission 
and the Lewes Chamber of Commerce.

A special thanks to Peninsula Printing Solutions for their 
generous printing donation.



Mary Pickersgill
Portrayed by Kim Hanley (AHT)

Kim Hanley, a fine actor, singer, costumer and dancer, trained 
and danced from an early age with the School of American 
Ballet and the Eglevsky Ballet in New York, as well as with the 
visiting Bolshoi Ballet and Stuttgart Ballet. She credits her dance 
background and in-depth high school acting courses, including 
daily vocal labs and onstage work, for her ability to rise to any 
occasion when performing. In addition to her dance background, 
Ms. Hanley is an accomplished costumer whose specialty is 
historical fashion

Kim began interpreting Abigail Adams with American 
Historical Theatre in 1997 and joined the staff as Associate 
Producer in 1998.  Portraying Abigail Adams, Betsy Ross, 
Molly Pitcher, Alice Roosevelt and Annie Oakley, the versatile 
Ms. Hanley has appeared at the White House Visitors Center, 
National Archives, National Portrait Gallery, the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, Constitution Center, and many others.

Andrew Jackson
Portrayed by Robert Gleason (AHT)

Bob Gleason was trained in Theater by performing in 60+ 
productions at West Chester University, where he became almost 
a “cult figure.” Mr. Gleason’s acting was further enriched by his 
service as a Psychiatric Aide at Norristown State Hospital. A 
member of the Army’s Special Services Chorus, Mr. Gleason 
shared his four-octave vocal talents as a goodwill ambassador 
touring the US and Germany.

Gleason terms his meeting with American Historical 
Theater’s William and Pamela Sommerfield as a turning point 
in his personal and professional life. In-depth historical research 
and audience interactivity have become hallmarks of Mr. 

Gleason’s historical portrayals. Mr. Gleason has been featured 
at the White House Visitor’s Center, Ford’s Theatre, the 
National Archives, the Library of Congress, the Air and Space 
Museum of the Smithsonian Institution, and many others.

  Francis Scott Key 
Portrayed by Charles Wissinger (Virginia Patriots, Inc.)

     Charles Wissinger is a professional actor who loves history. 
A graduate of Ferrum College with a BA in Theatrical and 
Performing Arts, he has worked on stage, in films, television, 
and commercials. Wissinger has combined his love for acting 
with his love for history by researching and creating an 
interpretation of historical figures, from the Revolutionary War, 
the Civil War and the War of 1812, that played significant roles 
in the development of the United States of America. Charles 
Wissinger started working in living history as a Re-enactor 
for the Virginia Patriots, Inc. recreating the Second Virginia 
Convention where Patrick Henry gave his famous ‘Liberty or 
Death’ speech.
     Since then Wissinger has expanded his repertoire to include 
portraying James Madison, writer of the Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights; Marquis de Lafayette, hero of the Revolution; 
Francis Scott Key, author of the Star Spangled Banner; Major 
John Andre, the British officer who convinced Benedict Arnold 
to change sides; and Benjamin Franklin Stringfellow, spy for 
J.E.B. Stuart and unsung hero of the Civil War.
 Dolley Madison

Portrayed by Cynthia Janzen (AHT)
     Cynthia Janzen has been a professional actor for the last 20 
years, performing in Calgary and Vancouver Canada and in 
Philadelphia. She has just concluded a run of an enormously 
popular and heart wrenching new play in Virginia called “Kiss 
my Little Girls” which is scheduled to tour in 2012. For the 
last four years she has been portraying the remarkably affable 
and very intriguing Dolley Madison. Engagements include the 
National Portrait Gallery, Mount Vernon, National Archives 
and the Smithsonian.

Sunday, June 17th
Storytelling with Maureen Miller
Join Maureen Miller, Children’s Librarian at Lewes Public Library, for 
“Cornstalks and Cannonballs,” a fictitious children’s story about Lewes, 
the War of 1812, and teamwork.

Katie Moose
Author of “Uniquely Delaware” and several Chesapeake region 
cookbooks and travel books, Katie’s discussion and food 
demonstration will include foods from the 1812 period.

Frank Nanna & Marilyn Long 
Frank Nanna will be playing guitar and Marilyn Long will be playing 
the hammered dulcimer. Frank’s 25 years of musical experience covers 
a wide range of styles; he and Marilyn will be playing music from the 
early 19th century period.

Jeffrey Simpson 
Author of “Chautauqua: An American Utopia”, Jeffrey Simpson is 
a contributing editor to Architectural Digest and has several other 
published books. Learn about the history of Chautauqua.

Mary Pickersgill
Portrayed by Kim Hanley
Mary Young Pickersgill would never have imagined that she would 
inadvertently become a muse to inspire our National Anthem, which 
would in turn inspire a nation under duress.  Mary was approached 
by Major George Armistead in the summer of 1813 to make two large 
flags. In early September 1814, after 2 full days of bombardment, 
Mary’s enormous flag with its 400 plus yards of cloth was seen flying 
over Ft McHenry, and was a source of hope for Francis Scott Key, 
who penned the poem “The Defense of Fort Henry,” now known as 
the National Anthem “The Star Spangled Banner.” 

Monday, June 18th
“The du Ponts and their Gunpowder Factory 
in the War of 1812”
Lucas R. Clawson is Hagley Museum and Library’s Reference 
Archivist and a PhD Candidate in the University of Delaware’s History 
Department. Program highlights some of the contributions the du Pont 
family and the DuPont Company made to the U.S. war effort.  

Storytelling with Maureen Miller

“The Honour of the state has not been tarnished”
Charles Fithian, Curator of Archaeology for Historical & Cultural 
Affairs, will discuss Delaware’s participation in the War of 1812, 
including sites around Delaware, the militia, and the role of the US 
Navy and Army.  

“The Doctors Are In”
Curt Stickel and Dennis Fisher, Historical Interpreters for Historical 
& Cultural Affairs, will portray Dr. James Tilton and Dr. James Sykes, 
Kent County, Delaware doctors during the War of 1812.

“Home of the Brave: Allen McLane, Head of the Home 
Guard in Defense of Wilmington, War of 1812”
Tom Welch, Historical Interpreter for Historical & Cultural Affairs, 
will portray Allen McLane. McLane will relate being called on to 
recruit the older survivors of the Revolutionary War, who otherwise 
would not have been drafted into regular service.

Muzette
Tom and Laurie Reese, an award-winning composer and a 
classically trained cellist, have produced several award winning 
CDs. Their repertoire includes jazz, classical, celtic & folk music, in 
addition to original compositions.
Andrew Jackson
Portrayed by Robert Gleason
Known as “Old Hickory,” Andrew Jackson was the seventh President 
of the United States. He was known for his fierceness and bravery, but 
was also a man of controversy. Jackson believed fervently in the cause 
of Independency and at the age of thirteen, joined a militia to serve 
in the Revolutionary War. He later became a lawyer, who, though he 
supported limited federal government, worked to strengthen the power 
of the presidency, believing that the President spoke for the people, 
while Congressmen spoke only to narrow interests.

Tuesday, June 19th
Copper Sky
Don’t miss this dynamic duo of talent! Heather and Dave have been 
making music together since 1998 and have developed a unique, 
signature sound that incorporates some of their favorite artists music 
but also includes their own original work. 

Wednesday, June 20th
Walking Tours of War of 1812 Sites
Join Mike DiPaolo, Lewes Historical Society Director, for a short 
walking tour of various War of 1812 sites around town. 
Tour begins under the tent at the Lewes Historical Society.

“Colonel Samuel Boyer Davis”
Talk presented by Hazel Brittingham, member of Lewes Historical 
Society and author of “Lantern on Lewes.”

Storytelling with Maureen Miller

Ad Hoc Radio Show
Presenting Washington Irving’s “Headless Horseman”. The Ad Hoc 
Touring Company is a component of Possum Point Players.

T.O. Trio
Trombone trio from Delaware State University. Comprised of Janae 
Huff, Devon Schlegel, and Shawn Walker, all music majors who 
perform regularly and were selected for the annual Honors Recital.

Francis Scott Key
Portrayed by Charles Wissinger of the Virginia Patriots 
Come hear first-hand the story of how our beloved National Anthem 
came to be, as Key found himself watching the bombardment of Ft. 
McHenry while being detained on a British warship.

Thursday, June 21st
Walking Tours of War of 1812 Sites
Join Mike DiPaolo, Lewes Historical Society Director, for a short 
walking tour of various War of 1812 sites around town. Tour begins 
under the tent at the Lewes Historical Society.

“The Star Spangled Banner, Then and Now”
A look at the Star Spangled Banner through time, with musical 
recordings. Presented by Jackie Collins and Bill Sparke, Historical 
Interpreters for Historical & Cultural Affairs.

Storytelling with Maureen Miller

Read About 
Our Performers

Evening Performances

In addition to special 
programs, we are open:
The Zwaanendael Museum 
Tues. - Sat. 10am - 4:30pm 
Sun. 1:30pm - 4:30pm

The Lewes Historical Society
General Hours 
Mon.- Sat. 11am - 4pm
Guided Tours of Historic Complex 
Mon. - Sat. 11:30am, 1:00pm, 2:30pm

“Twilights Last Gleaming: Reflections on the Past”
Allen McLane, in the twilight of his life, will share his thoughts 
about The Revolution, the formation of the new democracy, the War 
of 1812, and his children taking their places in the government and 
new nation in 1824. Portrayed by Tom Welch, Historical Interpreter 
for Historical & Cultural Affairs.

Kourtney Bastianelli
A Coastal Concerts Scholarship Recipient, Kourtney has played piano 
for nine years and clarinet for seven. She will perform variations on 
traditional folk songs of 1812 and classical music from the time period.

Dolley Madison
Portrayed by Cynthia Janzen
Dolley Madison was born into a wealthy Quaker family who moved to 
Philadelphia to allow their daughter to be educated. Dolley made great 
use of this education when President Thomas Jefferson, a widower, 
tapped her to fill the important, if unofficial, role of White House First 
Lady. A natural hostess, Dolley was able to converse and entertain 
guests from the United States and Europe at White House events. She 
was particularly adept at pairing the most unlikely people and sparking 
discussion. Dolley reprised this key role when her second husband, 
James Madison, became President. Dolley’s ability to create rapport 
with her guests made her one of the most sought-after women of her 
time. Her wit, charm, education and popularity made her a trend-setter.


