


Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 

Annual Report 2010 

 
New Paths to Saving History 

 
 
A message from the director 
 
Like many other cultural institutions across the United States, the Delaware Division of 
Historical and Cultural Affairs faced significant challenges in 2010. Those challenges spanned a 
wide spectrum—from the ever-present economic challenges facing our country, to the challenges 
of engaging audiences with new programming in Delaware history, to being stewards of a 
complex campus of historic sites and an ever-more complex collection of the state’s antiquities. 
 
Through it all, we lived up to that challenge. We did so with a mix of old and new. We relied on 
one of our most valuable and long-serving assets: our staff. Historical and Cultural Affairs 
employees rose to the challenge in 2010 and added to our collections, created new cultural 
opportunities for the public, and ensured that not only was Delaware’s history safe, but it was 
also accessible. 
 
Our year was marked by the partnerships we created and nurtured. Historical and Cultural 
Affairs created new partnerships with a variety of Delaware not-for-profit organizations to help 
keep our sites open without any further cost to the taxpayer. We also branched out and created a 
new Affiliates Program which allows us to align our services and programs in communities 
where we currently have no sites. In this kind of economic climate, we consider this a “win-win-
win”: good for Historical and Cultural Affairs, good for our partners, and, most importantly, 
good for Delawareans. 
 
Included in this annual report for 2010 are some of the success stories that demonstrate how our 
outstanding team of archaeologists, architectural historians, curators, educators, exhibits-design 
professionals, fiscal and grant experts, historians, historic interpreters, horticulturists, and 
preservation tradesmen are working together to save Delaware history. 
 
Tim Slavin 
Director and State Historic Preservation Officer 
 



New partnerships keep historic facilities open to the public 
In order to facilitate public access to state-owned historic properties, the Division of Historical and 
Cultural Affairs entered into several new partnership agreements with Delaware non-profit and 
community organizations during 2010: 
 

 
Belmont Hall 
The newly established Friends of Belmont Hall is now operating the late-
18th-century mansion in Smyrna as a community meeting place and 
historic site that will be open for public visitation at various times during 
the year. 
 

 
The Biggs Museum of American Art 
The Biggs Museum of American Art dramatically increased its exhibit 
space when it became the sole occupant of the state-owned property at 406 
Federal St. in Dover. The museum, which had formerly occupied the 
building’s second floor, gained use of the entire facility when Historical 
and Cultural Affairs transferred its Dover-area visitor services to the First 
State Heritage Park Welcome Center and Galleries. 

 
 

The Children’s Theatre of Dover and Kent County 
The Children’s Theatre of Dover and Kent County is now utilizing the historic 
Old Brick Church (formerly the Delaware Archaeology Museum) and Reith 
Hall (formerly the Museum of Small Town Life) for its administrative and 
rehearsal spaces.  
 
  
 
In a ceremony on Aug. 25, Governor Markell presented the key to the Old Brick Church to Marge 
Ressler, founding co-director of the Children’s Theatre of Dover and Kent County. 

 
 

 
Darley House 
An agreement was reached to make the Darley House in Claymont the new 
home of the Claymont Renaissance Development Corporation and the 
Claymont Historical Society. The organizations are planning to move into the 
site in 2011. Listed in the National Register of Historic Places, the house once 
served as the home of noted 19th-century illustrator Felix O. C. Darley. 
 
 
 

http://www.biggsmuseum.org/
http://history.delaware.gov/museums/fshpvc/fshpvc_main.shtml
http://history.delaware.gov/museums/fshpvc/fshpvc_main.shtml
http://www.thechildrenstheatre.org/index.html
http://www.claymontrenaissance.org/home.html
http://www.focdarley.org/


Preservation Delaware, Inc. 
Preservation Delaware, Inc., a statewide nonprofit organization 
dedicated to the preservation of Delaware's architectural heritage and 
historic settings, is now utilizing the west wing of the New Castle Court 
House Museum as its headquarters. 
 
 
New Castle Court House Museum 
 

 

Working with the private sector to preserve historic properties—The Delaware Historic 
Preservation Tax Credit Program 
On July 19, Governor Jack Markell signed into law an extension of the Delaware Historic Preservation 
Tax Credits, a Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs-administered program that offers state tax 
credits to property owners for eligible expenses incurred during the rehabilitation of historic buildings. 
Originally set to expire on June 30, the tax credits have now been extended for an additional 10 years. 
 
Since the inception of the program in 2001, state tax credits of $35 million have spurred more than $166 
million in private investment, supporting 2,400 jobs in the rehabilitation of 75 historic properties across 
Delaware. 
 
“This program has demonstrated a range of benefits over the past decade, but they can be summed up as 
protecting and creating jobs while preserving our shared historical heritage," Markell said. “Each year, 
hundreds of carpenters, plumbers, steelworkers, electricians, painters, and restoration experts will be at 
work restoring unique historical buildings. They're restoring or improving the character of 
neighborhoods and making our state even more attractive to new employers.” 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Before-and-after photos of a trio of Wilmington buildings rehabilitated in 2008–2009 with assistance from  the 
Delaware Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program. The program was extended for an additional 10 years in 2010. 

 
 
 

http://www.preservationde.org/
http://history.delaware.gov/museums/ncch/ncch_main.shtml
http://history.delaware.gov/museums/ncch/ncch_main.shtml
http://history.delaware.gov/preservation/taxcredit.shtml
http://history.delaware.gov/preservation/taxcredit.shtml


Affiliates Program—Initiative utilizes division expertise to serve new communities 
During 2010, the Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs initiated an Affiliates Program in which 
professionals from the division staff—including exhibit designers, curators, museum managers, 
archaeologists, and historians—work with history- and heritage-based organizations throughout 
Delaware to develop joint programs and exhibits, including potential display of items from the state’s 
collections. This program is creating new opportunities for the division to serve the public in 
communities where it has not previously had a presence.  

 
One of the first successes of this program has been the exhibit 
"Captain John and Sarah Avery: A 17th Century Family on 
Delaware's Frontier" which opened at the Rehoboth Beach 
Museum on May 1. A collaborative venture between the 
division, the Rehoboth Beach Museum, and the Archaeological 
Society of Delaware, the exhibit features artifacts discovered 
during a recent archaeological excavation in eastern Sussex 
County, Delaware to explore the shifting economic and 

cultural traditions of 17th-century English and Dutch colonists, and their 
interaction with local American India

A pair of scissors unearthed during 
archaeological excavations at Avery’s Rest. 

n communities. 
 
Another one of the division’s affiliates, the Rehoboth Art League, has partnered 
with the Biggs Museum of American Art to mount the exhibit “Behind the Blue 
Doors: Famous Works from the Rehoboth Art League Collection” which features 
60 works which have rarely been seen by the public due to space restrictions at the 
art league’s Henlopen Acres home. The 2010 partnership between Historical and 
Cultural Affairs and the Biggs Museum, which expanded the museum’s exhibit Pottery fragment from 

Avery’s Rest.    space, helped make large exhibits like this possible.  
 
  

An operating partner—The Delaware Nature Society 
During 2010, the Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs entered 
into an agreement with the Delaware Nature Society and the Delaware 
Historical Society to offer public programming at Buena Vista mansion 
south of New Castle, one of Delaware’s most historic properties and 
home to a state conference center. The agreement extends the 
division’s longstanding partnership with the Nature Society which also 
operates a nature center at Abbott’s Mill in Milford, and which offers 
public programming at Cooch-Dayett Mills in Newark. All three 
properties are state-owned, and administered by the division.  

Buena Vista  

 

Because the three properties are surrounded by natural landscapes rich is plant and animal species, this 
operating partnership between the division and the nature society provides new opportunities for 
synergistic programming that promotes Delaware history, historic preservation, and environmental 
protection. Examples of 2010 programs include: “Big Trees of Buena Vista,” “Astronomy Open House at 
Buena Vista,” “Running of the Mill” at Abbott’s Mill, and an open house at Cooch-Dayett Mills. 

http://history.delaware.gov/news/may10.shtml?panel=0#Accordion1
http://history.delaware.gov/news/may10.shtml?panel=0#Accordion1
http://www.rehobothartleague.org/
http://www.biggsmuseum.org/exhibitions.html
http://www.biggsmuseum.org/exhibitions.html
http://www.delawarenaturesociety.org/
http://www.hsd.org/
http://www.hsd.org/
http://history.delaware.gov/conf_centers/default.shtml
http://www.delawarenaturesociety.org/dns_sites.html


Helping federal stimulus dollars get Delaware working 

During 2010, the Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs’ state 
historic preservation office expedited the review of 75 federal 
environmental review projects associated with the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, with 72 projects reviewed within 
three weeks. Expeditious review helped get these projects moving, 
injecting federal spending into the state’s economy, updating the 
state’s infrastructure, and putting people to work.   
 
All projects undertaken in Delaware—both by the state and by 
federal government agencies—with recovery/stimulus-act 
funding constitute federal undertakings requiring historic-
preservation-office review as per the provisions of National 

Historic Preservation Act. Under Section 106 of the act, federal agencies are required to take into 
account the effects of their undertakings on buildings, districts, and archaeological sites that are 
listed, or are eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places. Under Section 101 of 
the act, state historic preservation offices are responsible for consulting with the appropriate 
federal agencies regarding those undertakings. To meet this responsibility, state historic 
preservation offices advise federal agencies on the presence or absence of historic properties in a 
project area, and on ways that adverse effects to historic properties may be avoided or mitigated. 

Contractor examining a wingwall of the 
Rising Sun Bridge near Wilmington which 
was repaired in 2010. Plans for the repair 
of the bridge were subject to a Section 
106 review by the Delaware State 
Historic Preservation Office.  

 
Corporate support—John Dickinson Plantation selected for Hampton Hotels Save-A-
Landmark program  

On Dec. 5, Hampton Hotels announced that the Division of 
Historical and Cultural Affairs-administered John Dickinson 
Plantation had been selected as one of five historic landmarks from 
across the nation to receive preservation assistance in 2011 as part of 
the company’s Hampton Save-A-Landmark program.  
 
Established in 2000, the Hampton Save-A-Landmark program is a 
community-outreach campaign dedicated to refurbishing historical, 
fun, and cultural landmarks located along highways. Since its 
inception, the program has preserved 55 historic sites in 45 states and 

three countries, and has donated more than $2.5 million and more than 8,000 volunteer-hours towards 
the research and preservation of roadside landmarks.  

Mansion house at the John Dickinson 
Plantation. 

Hampton Hotels is expected to donate approximately $10,000 and a significant number of volunteer 
hours by staff members from its Delaware hotels to the historic plantation which was the boyhood home 
and country estate of John Dickinson, one of the founding fathers of the United States and “Penman of 
the Revolution.” 

http://www.recovery.gov/About/Pages/The_Act.aspx
http://www.recovery.gov/About/Pages/The_Act.aspx
http://www.achp.gov/docs/nhpa%202008-final.pdf
http://www.achp.gov/docs/nhpa%202008-final.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/index.htm
http://history.delaware.gov/museums/jdp/jdp_main.shtml
http://history.delaware.gov/museums/jdp/jdp_main.shtml
http://www.hamptonlandmarks.com/


An inter-agency partnership—The First State Heritage Park Welcome Center and Galleries 
In a ribbon-cutting ceremony held on Dec. 7, Governor Jack Markell celebrated the grand opening of the 
newly enhanced First State Heritage Park Welcome Center and Galleries in Dover.  
 
The welcome center, which features changing exhibits and a rotating display of Delaware's founding 
documents while also serving as a source of information on local and statewide attractions, events, and 
activities, is a collaborative partnership between three state government agencies—the Division of 
Historical and Cultural Affairs which provides the center’s staffing and information services, the Delaware 
Public Archives which houses the center, and the Division of Parks and Recreation’s First State Heritage 
Park which uses the center as a base for tours of Dover’s capital-area attractions. The welcome center also 
works closely with the City of Dover and the Kent County and Greater Dover Delaware Convention and 
Visitors Bureau to provide visitor information regarding the wide variety of attractions that are available 
in the area.  

 
The grand opening ceremony marked the completion of over a 
year of enhancements that have taken place at the center since 
it first opened to the public in August 2009. Commenting on 
the multi-agency cooperation which created both the welcome 
center and the First State Heritage Park, Markell noted, "This 
partnership shows how state and local government agencies, 
together with private organizations, can work together 
creatively to find the right answer for an entire community.”  
 
 

Governor Markell cutting the ribbon for the grand opening of the First State Heritage Park Welcome Center and Galleries. From left: 
state Rep. William J. Carson; historical interpreter Tom Welch; Gary Patterson, former president of the Downtown Dover 
Partnership; state Rep. E. Bradford Bennett; Markell; DNREC Secretary Collin O’Mara; historical interpreter Abbie Wilson; and 
Secretary of State Jeffrey W. Bullock. 

 

Fresh programming at the state’s free museums brings visitors back  
During difficult economic times, the museums of the State of Delaware, 
with their free admission and close proximity to major population centers, 
offer low-cost, high-quality leisure activities for both Delaware’s citizens 
and visitors. In order to encourage return visits, the Division of Historical 
and Cultural Affairs develops new programming each year based on various 
holiday themes, as well as new exhibits and special events.  
 
Examples of thematic programs presented during 2010 include the John 
Dickinson Plantation’s holiday decorative foods display, the “End Slavery! 
Stop the War!” African American History Month program at The Old State 
House, the “Spirit of Patriotism” Independence Day program at the 
Johnson Victrola Museum, Separation Day programs at the New Castle 
Court House Museum, and the “Tall Tales and Tattoos” Halloween 
program at the Zwaanendael Museum.  

http://history.delaware.gov/museums/fshpvc/fshpvc_main.shtml
http://archives.delaware.gov/default.shtml
http://archives.delaware.gov/default.shtml
http://www.destateparks.com/park/first-state-heritage/
http://www.destateparks.com/park/first-state-heritage/
http://www.cityofdover.com/
http://www.visitdover.com/
http://www.visitdover.com/
http://history.delaware.gov/museums/default.shtml


 
New exhibits which opened in 2010 include “USS Delaware: An 
American Battleship” and “The Civil War: Five Delaware Soldiers’ 
Stories” at the First State Heritage Park Welcome Center and Galleries; 
while special programming featured the 12th annual Chautauqua tent 
show: “Illustrious, Noteworthy, and Novel: Writers and Illustrators of 
19th Century America,” a collaborative partnership between the 
Zwaanendael Museum and the Lewes Historical Society. USS Delaware 

 
 
Looking forward 
Due to the continuing fluidity of economic conditions facing state government, the Division of Historical 
and Cultural Affairs has shifted to an annual strategic-planning process in order to be better able to 
respond to rapidly evolving circumstances.  
 
The plan will focus on the following key priorities: 
 
 Creating new public uses of traditional spaces and integrating history with art, science, and 

technology. 

 Fostering a preservation ethic that engages the general public in valuing historic properties as integral 
components of an evolving cultural environment. 

 Promoting the state’s historical and cultural assets within and beyond its borders. 
 
Go to the following to view the complete Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 2011 Strategic Plan.  
 
 
About the Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
The Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs is an agency of the State of Delaware, organized as a 
division within the Department of State. The division enhances Delaware’s quality of life by preserving the 
state’s unique historical heritage, fostering community stability and economic vitality, and providing 
educational programs and assistance to the general public on Delaware history and heritage.  
 
The division’s diverse array of services includes administration of the state historic preservation office, 
operation of museums and a conference center, conservation of the state’s archaeological and historic-
objects collections, and management of historic properties across Delaware. Primary funding for division 
programs and services is provided by annual appropriations from the Delaware General Assembly and 
grants from the National Park Service, a federal agency. 

 
For more information about the division and its programs, visit the agency’s website. 

 
 
 

http://history.delaware.gov/news/feb10.shtml?panel=0#Accordion1
http://history.delaware.gov/news/feb10.shtml?panel=0#Accordion1
http://history.delaware.gov/news/dec10.shtml?panel=1#Accordion1
http://history.delaware.gov/news/dec10.shtml?panel=1#Accordion1
http://history.delaware.gov/news/june10.shtml
http://history.delaware.gov/news/june10.shtml
http://history.delaware.gov/pdfs/2011strategicPlan.pdf
http://history.delaware.gov/


Mission Statement 
The Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs promotes and protects the First State’s historic identity 
through leadership in museums, collections, historic preservation, and stewardship of historic properties. 
 
Objectives 
 Stewardship—Efficiently manage those cultural and financial resources held in the public trust for 

which the division is responsible. This encompasses the expert care of cultural landscapes, artifacts 
and objects, archaeological sites, and the historic built-environment. Create and maintain a record of 
the material history of Delaware. 

 
 Preservation—Promote the preservation and maintenance of public and private historic-properties 

and cultural resources across Delaware, while seeking to balance these needs with the demands of a 
modern society. 

 
 Research—Conduct expert archaeological and historical research. Create, conserve, and maintain 

research collections, including historical and archaeological artifacts, historic structures, sites, 
landscapes, and documents.  

 
 Learning Community—Create diverse learning opportunities for people of all ages through 

programs, sites, Internet presence, research collections, and partnerships. 
 
 Promotion—Actively promote the division’s holdings, sites, events, and roles by building and 

nurturing our brand through traditional and modern marketing techniques. Collaboratively partner 
with agencies and organizations throughout the state and nation. 



Appendix 
Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs  
Fiscal Year 2010 Accomplishments 
 
Partnership Development 
 With the First State Heritage Park, re-established the state welcome center and galleries in the Public 

Archives building to improve public access and visibility, and to facilitate collaboration on the 
interpretation of history in the state capital. 

 Implemented a new operating partnership with the Biggs Museum of American Art in a division-
owned building enabling the organization to grow capacity as a premier art museum centered in Kent 
County and serving the region. 

 Initiated a partnership with the Children’s Theatre of Dover and Kent County enabling revitalization 
of two closed state historic sites by an arts-based organization, while reducing state operating-costs. 

 Initiated a new Affiliates Program intended to connect the division with history- and heritage-based 
organizations throughout Delaware. The division’s first affiliate partners are the Rehoboth Art League 
and the Rehoboth Beach Historical Society with whom the division is creating joint programs and 
exhibits. 

 Developed an operating partnership with the newly established Friends of Belmont Hall to implement 
a program of historical and cultural community-activities and events. 

 Developed partnerships with the Delaware Nature Society and the Delaware Historical Society to 
begin family-based programs and school tours at Buena Vista. This includes a series of more than a 
dozen free-programs offered throughout the summer and fall. 

 Initiated a lease agreement with Preservation Delaware, Inc. to share space in the New Castle Court 
House Museum complex.  

 
Stewardship 
 Expanded collections-housing at the division’s Tudor Park facility to enable better care, access, and 

consolidation of the state’s premier historical and archaeological collections, and created a new 
archaeology laboratory in Cape Henlopen State Park. 

 Initiated master planning at Buena Vista, Fort Christina, the Dover Green and Legislative Mall 
complex, and the Woodburn and Hall House properties to guide planning for broader public uses, 
more effective wayfinding, site circulation, landscape enhancements, and capital-improvement 
planning. 

 Developed and implemented a business plan at Buena Vista to repurpose the property into a full-
service historic site offering a wide variety of public programming and private events in addition to 
conference-center functions. Increased operating hours to accommodate evening and weekend 
programs. Hosted 232 guests at family friendly events and 396 guests at nine private events. 

 Completed designs for phase-one exterior stabilization of Cooch-Dayett Mills with private partners 
and private-foundation funding. 

 Implemented capital improvements at the John Dickinson Plantation Visitor Center to improve 
building preservation and energy efficiency, and expand restrooms and interpretive space.  



 Completed a bid package for capital improvements at Darley House in Claymont. This project will 
enable a new partnership with the Claymont Renaissance Development Corporation and Claymont 
Historical Society who will occupy the site. 

 Joined with the Division of Facilities Management in planning for energy audits and energy 
conservation measures at selected sites. 

 Initiated a comprehensive internal-analysis of the division’s operations as part of the Standards and 
Excellence Program for History Organizations sponsored by the American Association for State and 
Local History that evaluates organization practices in six areas against industry standards. Achieved 
bronze-level certification and made substantial progress toward silver-level certification. 

 Accepted 150 objects donated to the state’s collections, including portraits of three governors; 
acquired two paintings by artist Edward Loper; completed conservation projects for important 
paintings, furnishings, and special objects in the collections; and coordinated special loans and 
placement of numerous works-of-art and objects for display. 

 Continued a partnership with Winterthur Museum for the conservation of selected artifacts from the 
state’s collections. This partnership is in its 16th year. 

 Completed landscape improvements at Woodburn and Hall House, Buena Vista, and the Biggs 
Museum, and managed greenhouse plant-cultivation activities to produce 5,000 annual and perennial 
plants for use at division properties statewide.  

 Utilizing volunteers from local schools, planted 11 new trees at Buena Vista for Earth Week. 
 Worked with the Division of Libraries to write a successful Institute of Museum and Library Studies 

“Connecting to Collections” grant receiving $220,000. 
 
Preservation 
 Issued two reports which documented the effectiveness of the State Historic Preservation Tax Credit 

Program and presented quantifiable data on how the program has created jobs and increased the local 
tax-base. The reports illustrated case-studies of successful historic-rehabilitation projects in Delaware. 
Achieved legislative renewal of the program for 10 years.  

 Assigned $858,514 in state historic preservation tax credits to property owners for projects revitalizing 
historic properties in Delaware communities. Residential properties comprised 72 percent of the 
projects receiving tax credits and $58,514 (7 percent) of the total amount credited. Income-producing 
properties comprised 14 percent of the projects receiving tax credits and $580,000 (67 percent) of the 
total amount awarded, and non-profit properties comprised 14 percent of the projects receiving tax 
credits and $220,000 (26 percent) of the amount awarded. 

 Provided special technical-assistance on significant federal projects in the state, including the 
University of Delaware’s wind energy project in Lewes, U.S. 113 north-south transportation studies, 
U.S. 301 memorandum of agreement implementation, and a variety of other transportation projects. 

 Expedited review of 75 federal environmental-review projects associated with the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act, with 72 projects reviewed within three weeks. 

 Received for review and comment 494 new environmental-review projects that included federal 
undertakings, primarily from USDA, HUD, and the Army Corps of Engineers, as well as State 
Preliminary Land Use Service (PLUS) projects. To date, 439 (89 percent) of the cases have been 
closed, with the remaining cases, complex and lengthy in nature, proceeding through stages of 
activity. 

http://history.delaware.gov/news/mar10.shtml


 Updated the Cultural and Historical Resource Information System GIS web application with 2,072 
additional inventory points, as well as National Register listings, mapping improvements, and 
numerical designations for 179 boundary-monument points. 

 Developed National Register of Historic Places manuals to orient historic-property owners on 
research and nomination requirements, and conducted workshops focused on this process. Fifteen 
projects are currently engaged in the nomination process.  

 Partnered with the Maryland Archaeological and Conservation Laboratory for the expansion of a 
diagnostic artifacts-database. 

 
Research 
 Released a final report on the Roosevelt Inlet Shipwreck maritime archaeological investigations, the 

earliest known shipwreck to be investigated in Delaware waters, and produced an educational 
brochure on 18th-century commerce in the mid-Atlantic region based upon 40,000 recovered 
artifacts. 

 Continued work on the Colonial Delaware Project with the help of intern assistance from the 
University of Delaware researching 17th-century court- and land-records to develop population 
characteristics on colonists in Sussex County. 

 Entered into a collaborative agreement with the Smithsonian Institution on the curation of historic-
period human remains under the division’s stewardship for which there are no known next-of-kin. 
The agreement provides for the proper care and scholarly study of the remains allowing for important 
contributions to the research of human populations from the 17th through 19th centuries. 

 Organized a symposium on early Colonial archaeology of the Delaware Valley designed to build a 
regional dialog on this subject. 

 Continued a partnership with the University of Delaware for documentation of Delaware quilts, 
engaged in joint studies with the Department of Fashion and Apparel Studies, and participated in the 
first Delaware arts and culture summer internship program benefitting the state’s art collection.  

 
Learning Community 
 The division welcomed 77,645 visitors at its museums and galleries, with all sites exceeding their 

visitation goals. In addition, more than 35,000 people participated in programs and activities 
sponsored by non-profit organizations that lease division-owned historic properties. Served 6,701 
conference-center users at Buena Vista and supported the First State Heritage Park in welcoming 
28,591 visitors. 

 Implemented new outreach to Delaware schools with division interpreters taking programs into the 
classrooms.  

 Partnered with the First State Heritage Park to provide interpreter training, historic theater, joint 
special-programs, community events for Old Dover Days and Independence Day, and successful 
First- Saturday programs. 

 Established a new partnership with the Historic New Castle Alliance, teamed with the Underground 
Railroad Coalition of Delaware to enhance programs and public outreach, and partnered with the St. 
Jones Reserve on joint programs with the John Dickinson Plantation. 

http://history.delaware.gov/preservation/research/gis.shtml
http://history.delaware.gov/archaeology/rooseveltReport.shtml
http://history.delaware.gov/archaeology/shipwreck1.shtml
http://history.delaware.gov/archaeology/early_colonial.shtml
http://history.delaware.gov/news/press/interns.shtml
http://history.delaware.gov/museums/historic_sites.shtml


 Co-sponsored the annual Chautauqua tent show in Lewes with the Lewes Historical Society and the 
Delaware Humanities Forum featuring noted American writers and illustrators of the 19th century, 
including Delaware’s Felix O. C. Darley. 

 Provided lead coordination for the eighth annual Delaware Day Fourth Grade Competition that drew 
participation from 18 schools. 

 Organized and held a series of workshops and presentations: 
 Researched and analyzed historic-property documentation and historic structures using the John 

Dickinson Plantation as a case study. 
 Conducted historic research using National Park Service standards and interpreted archival 

documents. 
 Presented research on HMB DeBraak for the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation. 
 Presented research on 17th-century Delaware for the Rehoboth Beach Historical Society. 

 Researched, designed, and installed the following new exhibits: “USS Delaware: An American 
Battleship” at the First State Heritage Park Welcome Center and Galleries; and “Captain John and 
Sarah Avery: A 17th Century Family on Delaware’s Frontier” at the Rehoboth Beach Museum. 

 Developed a space plan, exhibit plan, and banner program for physical and educational enhancements 
to the Fist State Heritage Park Welcome Center and Galleries. 

 Loaned stoneware vessels from the state’s collections to Colonial Williamsburg for display in the 
DeWitt Wallace Decorative Arts Museum for an exhibit on English-, German-, and American-made 
drinking-, dining-, and storage-vessels of the 17th and 18th centuries. 

 
Promotion and Recognition 
 Produced a four-color brochure to promote the State Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program. It is 

distributed to Delaware municipalities with historic districts or Main Street programs; and to 
historical societies, contractors specializing in historic preservation, and real estate professionals. 

 Compiled a long-term calendar of division-sponsored events that is updated and distributed to the 
media four times annually. 

 Enhanced the division’s website with the following new features: an illustrated page on the Dutch 
settlement of Lewes; an online exhibit of drawings of artifacts recovered from the Roosevelt Inlet 
Shipwreck; a page on Nipper, an international symbol of quality and excellence for The Victor 
Talking Machine Company; two full-reports documenting the important role that tax credits play in 
rehabilitating historic properties in Delaware; a page on State Historic Preservation Tax Credit 
success stories; and the full report on the underwater archaeological investigation of the Roosevelt 
Inlet Shipwreck. 

 Provided photos from the state’s archaeological collections for publication in Colonial Williamsburg’s 
“Salt-Glazed Stoneware in Early America,” available on the Colonial Williamsburg website. 

 Initiated Facebook pages for all of the division’s museums. 
 Hosted the Travel Channel while filming in New Castle where historical interpreters, dressed in 

period-clothing, were filmed in front of the New Castle Court House Museum and on the Green. 
 Teleductions prepared a two-and-a-half minute marketing piece on the John Dickinson Plantation to 

be shown on YouTube. 

http://delawareday.delaware.gov/information/competition.shtml


 Worked with Wildheart Entertainment of Toronto at the Johnson Victrola Museum on the 
production of “The History of Recorded Sound” for PBS and with WHYY on a Johnson Victrola 
Museum program with patriotic content. 

 The Delaware State Historic Preservation Office received a certificate of appreciation from the City of 
Wilmington for its role in the Cool Spring Park Reservoir project. 

 Curator of Archaeology Charles Fithian was named Honorary Commander by Dover Air Force Base. 
 Curator of Exhibits Edward McWilliams was named the Department of State Employee of the First 

Quarter and Employee of the Year for 2009. Cultural Preservation Specialist Gwen Davis was named 
the department’s Employee of the Third Quarter in 2009. 

 The division received the bronze certificate form the American Association for State and Local 
History for meeting good standards-and-practices in museum operations. 
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